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BIKINI ATOLL,

ERDA HAS THE CAPABILITY, USINGC PORTABLE AND VERY SENSITIVE
RADIATION MEASURING EQUIPMENT MOUNTED IN HELICOPTERS, OF
RAPIDLY SURVEYING LARGE LAND AREAS. THIS CAPABILITY WAS USED
AT ENEWETAK IN LATE 1972 PRELIMINARY TO AND IN SUPPORT OF THE
DETAILED GROUND SURVEY WHICH WAS INITIATED SOON THEREAFTER
AND CONTINUED TO FEBRUARY 1973. THE AERIAL SURVEY PERMITTED
US TO PLAN IN ADVANCE THE WORK OF THE GROUND PARTIES AND
CONCENTRATE THE MEASURING AND SAMPLING EFFORT ON AREAS

OF CREATeEST CONCERN,

WITROUT AN AERIAL SURVEY OF BIKINI AnD ENYU ISLANDS, WE WERE
OBLIGED TO COMMIT CONSIDERABLY GREATER EFFORT TO THE

GROUND SUKVEY THAN MLIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE BEEN REQUIRED,

IN FACT, THE JUME 1975 SURVEY, IN THE FIELD EFFCRT ALCKNE,
AMOUNTED TO ABOUT 50 MAN-WEEKS., IT PROVIDED, FOR THOSKE

TWC ISLANDS, INFORMATION ON EXTERNAL CAMMA DOSE WHICH ON

THE BASIS Of COMPLETENESS, ACCURACY AND RESOLUTION 1S
CCMPARABLE TO THE BEST OF THE ENEWETAK SURVEY. IT WILL
PROVIDE, AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE ANALYTICAL PHASE LATER
THIS Y&AR, ISCTOPIC DISTRIBUTION INFORMATION (IN SOILS, WATER
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AND BICTA) WHICH AGAIN IS COMPARABLE TO THk BEST OF THE
ENEWETAK SURVEY.

YOU INDICATED TO Me& THAT A QUESTION RAD BhelN RAISED ABOUT
PRESUMED UNCEKTAINTIES REGARDING DOSE TC THYROID DUE TO
UPTAKE, IMPLYING THAT Wi DO NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT INFORMATION
ABOUT WHICh RADIONUCLIDES AKRE PRESEiI AT BIKINI AND ENYU.
AMONG FALLOUT CONSTITUENTS, CERTAIN RADIOACTIVe ISOTOPES

OF IODINE ARE OVERWHELMINGLY MOKE SIGNIFICANT TO THE THYROID
THAN ALL OF THE OTHER ISOTOPES. THESE ISOTOPES OF IODINE RAVE
SUCH SHORT HALF LIVES AS TO BE AT INSIGNIFICANT LEVLLS AFTER
THE PASSAGE OF ONLY A FEW MONTHS TIME. Thit LAST NUCLEAR

TEST AT BIKINI OCCURRED IN 1958 (OVER 200 MONTHS AGO).

I STRESS THAT WE HAVE FOR BIKINI ATOLL WHAT Wi CONSIDEK
ADEQUATE SUKVEY DATA FOR BIKINI AND ENYU ISLANDS ONLY. THIS
IS DELIBERATE, FOR THLSE ARE THE ISLANDS- WhRICH ARE OR SOON
WILL BE INHABITED. WE HAVE SUFFICIENT INFORMATION ABOUT THE
OTHER ISLANDS TO PekMIT THEIR LIMITED USE AS PRESCRIBED IN THE
1968 RESETTLEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS. OUR PURPOSZ IN BRING-

ING THE AERIAL SURVeY CAPABILITY TO BIKINI ATOLL WILL BE TO
OBTALIN MORE CO#MPLETe INFORMATION ABOUT THE REMAINING LAND
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ARE2AS (OTHER THAN BIKINI AND ENYU). THE AERIAL SURV:Y MAY

LEAD TO FURIHeR GROUND SURVEY WORK I THOSE OTHER AREAS

AND WILL FACILITATe PLANNING FOR, AND UNDERSTANDING THE
ReESULTS OF, OUR CONTINUING BENVIKONMENTAL SURVEILLANCE OF

ThCSE AREAS.

WhHILk AT BIKINI WE WILL UNDOUBTEDLY REQUEST YOUR PERMISSION

TO FLY ENYU AND BIKINI ISLANDS AS WELL, FCR Thi PURPOSE OF
INCLUDING TheSkE ISLANDS InN OUR DOCUMENTATION, 1IN ONE FCRMAT,
OF THE RADIOLOCICAL COKXDITION OF ALL OF The ISLANDS OF THE
MARSEALLS WHICE MAY HAVE BEEN AFFECTED BY FALLOUT.

LET Mo KeITokATk THAT TEE AUGUST 12 DRAFLI RECCHMENDATIONS

AxE BASED UPON FACTUAL KnNOWLEDGE OF The TwWO ISLANDS WHICH

ARE THREREIN ADDRESSeD. THe FORTHCOMING AGRICULTURAL/DIETARY
RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE SIMILARLY BASED, NeIThHeR THe AUGUST 12
DRAFT NOR ThHbt FOKThRCOMING AGKRICULTUKRAL/DILTAKY ReCOMMENDATIONS
ARE EXPECTED TO Bb AODIFfIcD BY AN AERIAL SUARVEY WHeENEVER THAT
OCCURS, &inD
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